Derek Doar’s

Photography and Photoshop

PHOTOSHOP TUTORIAL 4
IMAGE SHARPENING, USING THE HIGH PASS FILTER

1. Copy the Background Layer by Left clicking on the layer, holding the left mouse button down and dragging the layer
over the Create New Layer icon and letting go.

a&n then drag layer to New Layer icon.
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2. With the copy layer active, select the layer blend mode as Overlay.This will be the best mode for sharpening most
images, but by all means try out Soft Light for less aggressive sharpening or Hard Light for more aggressive sharpening.
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Important Notes:

(a) Many people suggest sharpening first and judge the amount of sharpening using the grey
image in the High Pass Filter dialogue box and then then change the blending mode.
I find that if the blending mode is changed first the sharpening can be judged much more
effectively from the main image itself.

(b) Always sharpen more than you think, because you can very quickly reduce this later,

but if you under-sharpen, you will have to return and do the whole sharpening process
from the beginning.
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3. Select Filter / Other / High Pass

File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter View Window Help

DO W2 -~ High Pass Ctrl+F - - =
> QU Resize Windows to Fit v 2ls Fit Screen Fill Screen Print Size

Convert for Smart Filters

Filter Gallery...

Adaptive Wide Angle... Shift+Ctrl+A
Lens Correction... Shift+Ctrl+R
Liquify... Shift+Ctrl+X
Oil Paint...

Vanishing Point... Alt+Ctrl+V

Blur
Distort
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4. Adjust the Pixel Radius slider until you reach the desired degree of sharpening and click OK.

(a) As mentioned earlier, because in my method I apply the blending mode first, the sharpness can be accessed
from the main image or the grey High Pass dialogue image.

(b) As previously mentioned, it is better to slightly over sharpen at this stage because we can always reduce it later.
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5. Having slightly over-sharpened the image, we can now reduce the amount of sharpening (if we need to) by reducing the Layer Opacity.

2

EEET

100%
90%
36%

e Xiay e
Y: 08

Doc: 25.3M/50.6M

Clickimage to zoo nin, click and drag to
marquee zoom. Use Alt and Ctrl for
additional options.
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6. The choice of Blending Mode used in this sharpening process can slightly saturate the colours, so we need
to return the image to its the original colour by de-saturating the sharpening layer.
To do this we make the sharpening layer the active layer then select Image/Adjustments/Desaturate

File

Edit

Image Layer Type Select Filter

Mode b

Auto Tone Shift+Ctrl+L
Auto Contrast Alt+Shift+ Ctrl+L
Auto Color Shift+Ctrl+B

Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+I
Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrl+C
Image Rotation

Crop

Trim...

Reveal All

Duplicate...
Apply Image...
Calculations...

Variables 4
Apply Data Set...

Trap...

Analysis

View Window Help

indows Scrubby Zoom Actual Pixels

Brightness/Contrast...
Levels... Ctrl+L
Curves... Ctrl+M
Exposure...

Vibrance...

Hue/Saturation... Ctrl+U
Color Balance... Ctrl+B
Black & White... Alt+Shift+Ctrl+B
Photo Filter...

Channel Mixer...

Color Lookup...

Invert Crl+I
Posterize...

Threshold...

Gradient Map...

Selective Color...

Shadows/Highlights...
HDR Toning...

h Color...
Replace Color...
Equalize

Fit Screen

Fill Screen

Print Size
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Final Notes:

If sharpening haloes are present or you feel that you have over-sharpened the image, lower the sharpening layer
opacity to reduce the haloes and the amount of sharpening.

Because this method of sharpening is done on a separate layer, a layer mask can be applied to mask any areas that do not
require sharpening.
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