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HOW TO PAINT EFFECTS ONTO AN IMAGE 
 
 

1. MAKE A BACKGROUND COPY OF THE IMAGE. (THIS IS SO THAT YOU 
RETAIN YOUR ORIGINAL IMAGE AS AN UNTOUCHED LAYER). 

2. APPLY THE CHOSEN FILTER TO THE BACKGROUND COPY IMAGE. 
3. PRESS ALT AND LEFT CLICK ON THE MOUSE ON THE ADD MASK ICON AT 

THE BOTTOM OF THE LAYERS PALETTE. 
4. YOU HAVE NOW APPLIED A BLACK MASK TO THE BACKGROUND COPY 

LAYER. 
5. SET THE FOREGROUND COLOUR TO WHITE. 
6. SELECT A PAINT BRUSH (MAKE SURE THE MODE IS SET TO NORMAL) 
7. WHEN YOU NOW PAINT ON THE IMAGE, YOUR CHOSEN FILTER WILL 

SHOW. 
IF YOU CLICK ON THE ADD MASK ICON YOU WOULD APPLY A WHITE 
MASK AND YOU WOULD PAINT ON THIS IN BLACK TO COVER UP ANY 
FILTER EFFECT  

 
IF YOU REDUCE THE OPACITY OF THE BRUSH, YOU WILL APPLY OR REMOVE 
THE FILTER TO A LESSER DEGREE. 
 
ALSO IF YOUR FOREGROUND COLOUR IS CHANGED TO GREY, YOU WILL 
APPLY OR REMOVE THE FILTER TO A LESSER DEGREE. 
 
IF YOU CHANGE THE FOREGROUND COLOUR TO BLACK YOU CAN PAINT 
WITH BLACK ON THE IMAGE AND UNDO ANY APPLIED EFFECT. 
 
AFTER APPLING A FILTER TO A LAYER REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING 
 
(A) ADDING A WHITE MASK WILL SHOW THE FULL EFFECT OF THE FILTER 

AND YOU CAN REMOVE IT BY PAINTING BLACK 
(B) ADDING A BLACK MASK WILL HIDE THE FULL EFFECT OF THE FILTER 

AND YOU CAN ADD IT BY PAINTING WHITE 
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